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"2010 MTA Transit Service Cuts

Here's the history of the 2010 service cuts, which were approved in late March by the MTA.

Back in May 20009, riders beat back a "doomsday" package of MTA transit service cuts. These awful cuts would
have affected hundreds of thousands around the city, whether subway or bus riders or those people with dis-
abilities who use paratransit. There was a price, however. Fares went up in June.

Well, shockingly, many of these cuts are BACK!

The MTA has proposed these steps in response to bad financial news. In December, the MTA was hit with a
$143 million cut by the state Legislature; a new transit tax was projected to perform $100 million below expec-
tations; and a court decision upheld a labor arbitration award ($91 million).

In January and February the State told the MTA its 2010 deficit was another $400 million larger, even if the
agency adopted the proposed service cuts and ended student MetroCards. Here the culprit was lower-than-
expected estimates of what dedicated transit taxes would raise. This included proceeds from a new MTA-dedi-
cated payroll tax. As of March 2010, the MTA has not said how it will meet these additional financial problems.

The Straphangers Campaign understands that many riders view the MTA's finances and performance with great
skepticism. And even the new MTA Chairman - Jay Walder - vows to "take this place apart" to find new sav-
ings. But, in our view, these bad financial events are not the MTA's fault.

The Straphangers Campaign and the City Council have proposed blunting the service and paratransit cuts,
using $121 million in available federal stimulus funds and $50 million in operating funds the MTA has budgeted
to pay for capital projects. Many U.S. transit systems have opted to use up to 10% of federal stimulus
money to keep the trains and buses running, such as Chicago, Washington, D.C., Atlanta and Seattle.

As well, a coalition of environmental and transportation groups in New York — indeed, groups across the United
States — are pressing Washington for a new Jobs Bill containing money to help keep the subways, buses and
commuter rails running.

Among the cuts that were proposed are to:
« end part or all of the G, M, and W lines, with more transfers and longer trips;
e increase waits and crowding at midday/weekends on more than half the subway lines;
« end weekday service on 14 bus routes, weekend service on 22 routes and overnight service on 18 routes;
o restructure or replace in part bus service on 41 weekday routes, 32 weekend routes and 9 overnight
routes;
« eliminate ten express bus routes, consolidate four more;
« phase-out student MetroCards, which get 600,000 kids to school; and
« reduce paratransit (Access-A-Ride) service by $80 million annually.

In March 2010, riders, parents and students got their chance to have a say. The MTA held hearings in each
borough with 2,500 people in attendance.




In late March, the MTA approved most of the package of cuts, although they restored $6 million in bus service.
While the worst bus cuts were rescinded, all of the subway changes remained and the vast majority of bus cuts
were also kept. The cuts will be implemented over the next few months unless the City and/or State government
intervene.

More information on the revised service cuts can be found at
http://www.mta.info/news/pdf/NYCT_Revised_Service_Changes.pdf

TAKE ACTION NOW!
« Tell the MTA what you think about the cuts - www.straphangers.org/testify.
¢ Sign the City Council’s petition - http:/bit.ly/transitpetition.
e Call the MTA at (212) 878-7483. Urge them to find alternate ways to stop these cuts.
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